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 (a) Bangladesh is now dominated by other countries. 

 (b) Before 1971, Bangladesh was not a free country. 

 (c) We achieved our mother tongue through our united movement in 1971. 

 (d) We achieved our long cherished independence in 1971. 

 (e) Language movement discouraged our desire of being independent. 

Ans. 

A. (i) before 1947; (ii) division; (iii) 1947, 1969; (iv) mass movement; (v) 1971. 

B. (a) False. Bangladesh is now an independent country. 

 (b) True. 

 (c) False. We achieved our independence through our united movement in 1971. 

 (d) True. 

 (e) False. Language movement encouraged our desire of being independent. 

Unseen Passage – 14   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

Before Helen Keller was two years old, she lost her sight and hearing. She lived in a world 

of confusion until the arrival of Anne Mansfield Sullivan, the woman who was to change 

Helen’s life. On March 3, 1887, Miss Sullivan arrived at Keller's home. 

It was three months before Helen's seventh birthday. Miss Sullivan worked closely with her 

new student. At times, the teacher became frustrated, eventually, Miss Sullivan's efforts 

were rewarded. The deaf and blind Helen Keller learned to communicate verbally. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    sight n. – power of 

eye. confusion n. – disorder, mess. frustrated 

adj. – disappointed. eventually adv. – at 

last. effort n. – try, attempt. rewarded v. –

remunerated. verbally adv. – in spoken. 

communicate v. – contact. 

 

A.  Complete the following table with the information given in the passage. 1 × 5 = 5 

Who Activity What/Where Event/time 

Helen 

Keller 

was blind (i) —— 
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(ii)—— arrival at Keller's home 1887 

Sullivan got (iii) —— Sometimes 

Keller able to 

communicate 

verbally 

(iv) ... —— 

Helen 

Keller 

living (v) —— Until the arrival of 

Sullivan 

B. Read the passage again and write True or False beside the following statements. 

Give answers for the false statements.  1 × 5 = 5  

 (a) Helen Keller was blind since her birth.  

 (b) Anne Sullivan was Helen Keller's teacher.  

 (c) Sometimes Sullivan became frustrated. 

 (d) Sullivan arrived at Keller's home on March 3, 1887.  

 (e) Finally, Hellen Keller was able to communicate verbally. 

Ans. 

A. (i) before two years old; (ii) Miss Sullivan; (iii) frustrated; (iv) with the help of Sullivan; (v) 

in a world of confusion. 

B. (a)  False. Helen Keller was blind since she was two years old. 

 (b) True. (c) True. (d) True. (e) True. 

Unseen Passage – 15   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

The world is full of great men. They have come to different places of this world. Dr. 

Mohammad Shahidullah was one of those who contributed a lot towards the Bengali 

language and literature. He was the greatest scholar of Bengal. The great scholar was born 

at 24 Parganas in West Bengal on 10th July 1885. He passed the Entrance Examination in 

1904. He obtained his B.A. degree in 1910, M.A. in 1912 and B.L. in 1914. He joined the 

University of Dhaka in 1921 as a professor of Sanskrit and Bengali. He was awarded the 

Doctorate Degree from Sorborne University of Paris in 1928. His 'Bangla Shahitter Katha' 

published in 1953 was the first well arranged history of Bengali literature. In 1966 he was 

seriously ill and was in sick bed for about two and a half years. The great scholar breathed 

his last on 13 July, 1969 in Dhaka. We all remember him with gratitude and respect. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    great adj. – noble, 

eminent. contribute v. – assist, bestow. scholar 

n. – master. obtain v. – acquire, achieve. 

seriously adv. – heavily. gratitude n. –
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gratefulness. respect n. – dignity, rank. awarded 

v.pt. – rewarded. 

A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage.1 × 5 = 5 

The name of events Place Year 

Dr. Mohammad Shahidullah passed the 

Entrance Exam 

 (i) ........ 

His birth (ii) .......  

(iii) ..........................  1921 

He was awarded the doctorate degree from (iv) ......  

(v) .......................  1953 

B. Read the passage again and write 'True' or 'False' beside the following statements. 

Give correct answer for the false statement. 1 × 5 = 5 

 (a) Dr. Mohammad Shahidullah contributed a lot to Urdu literature.  

 (b)  He was born on the 10th July, 1875. 

 (c)  He received his M.A. in 1912. 

 (d)  He was the greatest scholar of England. 

 (e) We consider Dr. Mohammad Shahidullah one of the great men of the world. 

Ans. 

A. (i) 1904; (ii) 24 Parganas in West Bengal; (iii) joined Dhaka University ; (iv) Sorborne 

University; (v) Bangla Shahitter Katha’ was published. 

B. (a) False. Dr. Mohammad Shahidullah contributed a lot to Bengali Literature. 

 (b) False. He was born on the 10th July 1885. 

 (c) True. 

 (d) False. He was the greatest scholar of Bengal. 

 (e) True. 

Unseen Passage – 16   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 
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The city with the highest temperature yesterday was Singapore. At noon the temperature in 

Singapore was 33C and at midnight the temperature was 25C. Tokyo had the second 

highest temperature. It was only 2C lower than in Singapore at noon. The temperature in 

Rome at noon was 30C, the same as in New York. However, New York's temperature at 

midnight was one degree lower than Rome's, the noon temperature in Cairo was 29C, one 

degree higher then that in Hong Kong. The temperature at midnight in Paris was 11C less 

than that at noon in Paris yesterday. Although Stockholm's temperature at midnight was 

the same as the temperature at midnight in Paris, its noon temperature was 14C. The 

coolest city was London, with a temperature of only 22C at noon and 13C at midnight. 

The cities with the highest temperature had a lot of sunshine throughout the day. It was cloudy 

and dry at Stockholm, but it rained heavily in both London and Hong Kong. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    highest adj. – top. same adj. –

alike. although prep. – though. coolest adj. – coldest. a lot 

of phr. – huge. cloudy adj. – covered with cloud. heavily adv. 

– hugely.

 

 

 

 

  

A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage. 1 × 5 = 5 

Name of the cities Noon Midnight 

Singapore 33C (i) .......... 

Tokyo (ii) .......  

New York (iii) .......  

Cairo (iv) ......  

(v) .................. 14C  

B. Read the passage again and write 'True' or 'False' beside the following statements. 

Give correct answer for the false statement. 1 × 5 = 5 

 (a)  At noon, the temperature at Tokyo was 31C. 

 (b)  New York's midnight temperature was same as the Rome's. 

 (c)  Hong Kong's noon temperature was 30C. 

 (d)  The noon temperature of Paris was 11C higher than the midnight temperature. 

 (e)  It rained heavily at Stockholm. 
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Ans. 

A. (i) 25C; (ii) 31C; (iii) 30C; (iv) 29C; (v) Stockholm. 

B. (a) True. 

 (b) False. New York’s midnight temperature was one degree lower than Rome’s. 

 (c) False. Hong Kong’s noon temperature was 28C. 

 (d) True. 

 (e) False. It was cloudy and dry at Stockholm. 

Unseen Passage – 17   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

Abul Qasem Fazlul Huq was born in 1872 at Saturia in Barisal. There he received his 

primary education in a village Maktab. He entered the Barisal Zilla School. He passed the 

Entrance Examination standing first in the Dhaka division. After that, he went to Calcutta 

for higher education. At the age of twenty one he passed the B.Sc Examination obtaining 

Honours in Chemistry, Physics and Mathematics from the Presidency College. He took his 

M.Sc degree in Mathematics in 1895. The next year he was appointed as an Examiner of 

Mathematics in Calcutta University. In 1897 he passed B.L. Examination with distinction 

and enrolled himself in the Calcutta High Court as assistant to Sir Ashutosh Mukharjee. 

He worked with Nawab Sir Salimullah Bahadur and played an important role in founding 

the All India Muslim League in 1906. In the same year he gave up his legal profession and 

became a Magistrate. He acted for a short time, resigned and he joined the Calcutta High 

Court again in 1912. In 1913 he became an elected M.L.C for the first time. Three years 

after he attended the special joint session of the Congress and the Muslim League in 

Lucknow and played an important role. In 1918 he became the general secretary of the 

Indian National Congress. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    primary adj. –

basic, initial. obtain v. – achieve, attain. appoint 

v. – employ. distinction n. – honor, 

credit. enroll v. – admit. assistant n. –

aide. found v. – establish. legal adj. –

lawful. profession n. – career, occupation.
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A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage. 1 × 5 = 5 

Name of the Events Place Year/Tim

e 

Achieveme

nt 

The Entrance 

Examination 

  (i) ——— 

B.Sc (ii) ——— (iii) ———  

Higher Education (iv) ——— 1896  

(v) ——— Lucknow   

B. Read the passage again and write 'True' or 'False' beside the following statements. 

Give correct answer for the false statement. 1 × 5 = 5 

 (a) A.K. Fazlul Huq had working experience with Sir Ashutush Mukharjee only. 

(b) The All India Muslim League was founded in 1906. 

(c) Saturia is in Dhaka district. 

(d) After passing M.Sc in Mathematics, A.K. Fazlul Huq enrolled himself in the Calcutta 

High Court. 

(e) A.K. Fazlul Huq received his primary education from a village Maktab. 

Ans. 

A. (i) stood first in Dhaka division; (ii) Presidency college. (iii) At the age of twenty one; (iv) 

Calcutta University; (v) Special joint session of the congress and the Muslim League. 

B. (a) False. A.K. Fazlul Haq had working experience not only with sir Ashutosh Mukharjee but 

also with many prominent persons like Nawab Sir Salimullah. 

 (b) True. 

 (c) False. Saturia is in Barisal district. 

 (d) False. After passing M.Sc in Mathematics he was appointed as an Examiner of M.A. 

in mathematics in Calcutta University. 

 (e) True. 

Unseen Passage – 18   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

Shah Jahan was the 5th Mughal Emperor of India from 1628 to 1638. He was the third son 

of Emperor Jahangir and grandson of the great Mughal, Akbar. He was born in Lahore on 

January 5, 1592. In 1612 when his title was still prince Khurram, he married Arjumand 

Banu, known in history as Mumtaj Mahal. Shah Jahan was ambitious to gain the throne 
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though was third in line. In 1621 he staged an unsuccessful rebellion against his father. As 

a consequence he spent the following three years travelling around the kingdom waiting his 

father to forgive him. The father and the son were reconciled in 1625. Jahangir died two 

years later. With support from his wife's family, Shah Jahan proclaimed himself Emperor at 

Agra in February 1628. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    emperor n. – ruler, 

monarch. ambitious adj. – aspirant. throne n. –

kingdom. unsuccessful adj. – effectless, 

hopeless. rebellion n. – revolt. consequence 

n. –  outcome. reconcile v. –

reunite. proclaim v. – declare. 

 

A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage. 1 × 5 = 5 

Who/What/Where Description 

Shah Jahan (i).................. 

Mumtaj Mahal (ii).................. 

(iii).................. Proclaimed himself emperor. 

Emperor Jahangir (iv).................. 

(v).................. travelling for three years. 

B. Read the passage again and write 'True' or 'False' beside the following statements. 

Give correct answer for the false statement. 1 × 5 = 5 

(a) Arjumand Banu was the son in law of Jahangir.  

(b) Shah Jahan had no interest to gain the throne. 

(c) Shah Jahan succeeded to fulfil his desire. 

(d) Shah Jahan got help from his in law's family. 

(e) Mumtaj Mahal was the wife of Akbar's grandson. 

Ans. 

A. (i) 5th Mughal Emperor of India; (ii) Shah Jahan’s wife; (iii) At Agra in February 1628; (iv) 

died in 1627; (v) for his father’s forgiveness. 

B. (a) False. Arjumand Banu was the daughter in law of Jahangir. 

 (b) False. Shah Jahan was ambitious to gain the throne. 
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 (c) True. 

 (d) True. 

 (e) True. 

Unseen Passage – 19   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

In 1912 an American shipping company launched a new ship called the 'Titanic'. It was the 

largest and most luxurious ocean liner of that time. It weighed 46,000 tons and could carry 

about 2,200 passengers. Experts said that nothing could sink it. It was definitely 

unsinkable. On April 14, 1912, the ship sailed on its first voyage across the Atlantic from 

Southampton in England to New York in the United States, with 2,224 passengers, men, 

women and children. On April 15, just before midnight, the ship struck an iceberg. The 

iceberg tore a great hole in the ship's side, and the unsinkable 'Titanic' began to sink. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    launch v.–

start, begin, initiate. ocean liner n.–

a large ship that carries passenger in the ocean. expert 

n.– specialist. definitely adv.–

certainly, obviously. unsinkable adj.— that 

will not sink. strike v.— hit.  

 

A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage: 1 × 5 = 5  

Who/Wha

t 

Event/Activity Place Time 

The 

Titanic 

sailed Southampton to 

New York 

(i) —— 

The 

Titanic 

struck (ii) ... —— April 15. 

Titanic made America (iii) —— 

A collision occurred (iv) —— before mid 

night. 
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v) (v) —— largest and most 

luxurious ocean 

liner 

all over the world 1912. 

B. Read the passage again and write True or False beside the following statements. 

Give answers for the false statements. 1 × 5 = 5 

 (a) The 'Titanic' was unsinkable.  

 (b) The 'Titanic' was sailing from east to west. 

 (c) It sailed from New York to Southampton.  

 (d) The 'Titanic' was made by an English company.   

 (e) Nothing could sink the 'Titanic'. 

Ans. 

A. (i) 1912; (ii) iceberg; (iii) 1912; (iv) in the Atlantic; (v) The Titanic. 

B. (a) False. The 'Titanic' was thought to be unsinkable but it sank. 

 (b) False. The 'Titanic' was sailing from west to east. 

 (c) False. It sailed from Southampton to New York. 

 (d) False. The 'Titanic' was made by an American Company. 

 (e)  False. A collision with an iceberg could sink the 'Titanic'.   

Unseen Passage – 20   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

In Bangladesh there are some national days. Shaheed Dibosh or Martyrs Day and Independence 

Day are two such days. Shaheed Dibosh is observed on 21 February throughout the country in 

remembrance of the martyrs of language movement. The Day is also celebrated internationally 

as it was declared as the International Mother Language Day in 1999. This day's history goes 

back to 21 February, 1952 when some brave sons of our soil sacrificed their lives for the cause 

of our mother tongue Bangla. 

Another significant day, 26 March, is celebrated as the Independence Day in our country. 

The day is significant because on this day in 1971, Liberation war of Bangladesh started. 

When the Pakistani army fell upon the innocent unarmed people of Dhaka city in the dark 

night of 25 March, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declared independence of 

Bangladesh. Bangabandhu was arrested on this very day but the freedom fighters fought 

fiercely against the Pakistani army. After nine months of bloody war, they snatched freedom 

for the country. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    observe v. – celebrate. 

remembrance n.– reminiscence. movement n.– commotion. 

declared v.– proclaimed. brave adj.– bold. sacrifice 

v.– dedicate. significant adj. – important. independence 
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n.– freedom. innocent adj.– inoffensive. arrest v. –

capture.

A. Complete the table below with information from the above passage. 1 × 5 = 5 

Name of the 

Days 

Significance 

of the Days 

When 

observed 

Years of 

the event 

Celebrated 

how 

Shaheed 

Dibosh or 

International 

Mother 

Language 

Day 

remembrance 

of the 

language 

martyrs 

(i) ............. 1952 (ii) 

................ 

Independence 

Day 

(iii) ............... 26 March (iv) 

............... 

(v) 

............... 

B. Read the passage again and write True or False beside the following statements. 

Give answers for the false statements. 1 × 5 = 5 

(a) 21 February is our Independence Day. 

(b) We remember the language martyrs on 26 March. 

(c) Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman declared the independence of our country. 

(d) Pakistani Army killed thousands of people at night on 25 March. 

(e) 26 February is our Independence Day. 

Ans. 

A. (i) 21 February; (ii) Internationally; (iii) Declaration of independence; (iv) 1971; (v) Nationally. 

B. (a) False. 21 February is our Shaheed Dibosh or Martyrs Day. (b) False. We remember 

the language martyrs on 21 February. (c) True. (d) True. (e) False. 26 March is our 

Independence Day. 

Unseen Passage – 21   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 
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The pioneer of Bangladeshi modern art, Zainul Abedin, was born in Kishoreganj on 29 

December 1914. He was a great artist of Bangladesh. He is widely acclaimed for his Bengal 

'Famine Sketches'. Through a series of sketches he showed the harsh famine of 1940. He 

sketched the skeletal figures of the people destined to die from starvation. He depicted 

these extremely shocking pictures with human compassion. He produced a series of brush 

and ink drawings which later became iconic images of human sufferings. He graduated 

from the Government school of Art, Calcutta, with the first position in first class. He is 

considered the founding father of Bangladeshi art. For his outstanding talent in art, he is 

referred to as 'Shilpacharya' meaning 'great teacher of art'. He founded the Folk Art 

Museum in Sonargaon and Zainul Abedin Shangrahasala in Mymensingh. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    pioneer n. –

precursor. acclaim v. – applaud. famine n. –

dearth, scarcity. sketch n. – diagram. harsh adj. –

severe. starvation n. – fasting, hunger. depict 

v. – describe. compassion n. – sympathy, 

pity. refer v. – mention. 

 

A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage: 1×5 = 5 

Who/What Event/Informati

on 

Where/What When/How 

Zainul Abedin was born (i) ........ 1914 

His Zainul Abedin 

Shangrahasala 

Mymensingh (ii)........ 

The famine broke out (iii)........ 1940's 

(iv) ... ........ was founded in Sonargaon in his lifetime 

His series of 

sketches 

(v)  ........ iconic image now-a-days 

B. Read the passage again and write True or False beside the following statements. 

Give answers for the false statements.  1 × 5 = 5 
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 (a) Zainul Abedin was born in Kishoreganj on 29 December 1912. 

 (b) Through a series of Sketches he showed the harsh famine of 1940. 

 (c) Zainul Abedin graduated from Dhaka University. 

 (d) He is considered the founding father of Bangladeshi art. 

 (e) He founded the Folk Art Museum in Mymensingh and Zainul Abedin Shangrahasala 

in Sonargaon. 

Ans. 

A. (i) Kishoreganj; (ii) in his life time; (iii) Bengal; (iv) Folk Art Museum; (v) became. 

B. (a) False. Zainul Abedin was bom in Kishoreganj on 29 December 1914. 

 (b) True. 

 (c) False. Zainul Abedin graduated from Government School of Art, Calcutta. 

 (d) True. 

 (e) False. He founded the Folk Art Museum in Sonargaon and Zainul Abedin 

Shangrahasala in Mymensingh. 

Unseen Passage – 22   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

More than one hundred ninety years ago, there lived in France one of the greatest soldiers 

called Napoleon Bonaparte. He was born in 1769 and died in 1821. When he was young, he 

joined the French army as ordinary soldiers. He rose quickly to a high position in the army 

by dint of his good work and courage. He grew very powerful and soon became the greatest 

man in the country. He fought several wars with the neighbouring countries and won 

victories over them. In 1804 he declared himself Emperor. 

France under him was very powerful. He chose the officers who worked with him very 

carefully. He himself worked hard and made them work hard. He was strict to them when 

there was need to be so. But he was kind to them when there was no need to be strict. He 

loved his men and paid them well. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :  greatest adj. — noblest. soldier n. — 

warrior. ordinary adj. — common. courage adj. — vigour. 

several adj. — various. victory n. — success. declare v. — 

proclaim. strict adj. — harsh.
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A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage. 1 × 5 = 5 

Who/What/Where Event Time 

Napoleon 

Bonaparte 

was born in (i) ............ 

He declared himself 

emperor 

in (ii) ............... 

(iii) .............. under him was 

powerful 

 

He (iv) .......... in (v) ............ 

B. Read the passage again and write True or false beside the following statements. 

Give answers for the false statements. 1 × 5 = 5 

 (a) Napoleon Bonaparte was the greatest soldier of France. 

 (b)  He died in 1769. 

 (c)  He rose quickly to a high position in the army by dint of his good work and 

cowardice. 

 (d)  France was very dominant under him. 

 (e) He was kind to the officers when there was no need to be strict. 

Ans. 

A. (i) 1769; (ii) 1804; (iii) France; (iv) died; (iv) 1821. 

B. (a) False. Napoleon Bonaparte was one of the greatest soldiers of France. (b) False. He 

died in 1821. (c) False. He rose quickly to a high position in the army by dint of his 

good work and courage. (d) True. (e) True. 

Unseen Passage – 23   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

Florence Nightingale did not like easy and pleasant occupations of society. Instead of going 

out parties, she visited London hospitals and studied how sick people were nursed back to 

health and strength. In those days, hospital nurses were very ignorant and she was 

shocked by the roughness and mismanagement that prevailed in those hospitals. So, she 

went to Germany and studied nursing there and then she went to Paris. At last, when she 

was quite certain, she had mastered her subject, she returned to England and began her 

work of improving the nursing in the hospitals. While she was engaged at this work, a war 

broke out in Crimea between Russia and England. At first, people thought only of the glory 
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of the battle and the courage of the soldiers who went singing to their death. But soon other 

stories came to England, dreadful stories of the wounded being left to die. England was 

shocked by these things and everybody cried out that something heroic must be done to 

stop the sufferings of the brave soldiers. That was done by Florence Nightingale. She went 

to Crimea with less than forty nurses and in a few months she had succeeded in 

transforming the nursing of the soldiers. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    pleasant adj. – joyful. occupation 

n. – profession. roughness n. – uneven. mismanagement 

n. – disorder. ignorant adj. – uneducated. prevail v. –

appear. certain adj. – particular. master v. – gain, 

obtain. improve v. – develop. engage v. – enter on. dreadful 

adj. – fearful. wounded adj. – hurt.

A. Complete the table below with information from the above passage. 1 × 5 = 5 

Name/Who Event/Activity What/Where 

Florence 

Nightingale 

disliked (i) ................ 

She (ii) ................ hard tasks 

She visited (iii) ................ 

She (iv) ................ to Germany and 

Paris 

She returned (v) ................ 

B. Read the passage again and write True or False beside the following statements. 

Give answers for the false statements. 1 × 5 = 5 

(a) After completing nursing course, Florence Nightingale went to Germany. 

(b) She went to Crimea with less than forty nurses. 

(c) She returned to England. 
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(d) A war broke out in Crimea between Russia and France. 

(e) Hospital nurses were very skilled. 

Ans. 

A. (i) easy and pleasant occupation; (ii) liked; (iii) London hospitals; (iv) went; (v) England. 

B. (a) False. After completing nursing, Florence Nightingale went to Paris. (b) True. (c) True. 

(d) False. A war broke out in Crimea between Russia and England. (e) False. Hospital nurses 

were very ignorant. 

Unseen Passage – 24   

Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

Begum Rokeya was born in 1880 at Pairabond, a village in the district of Rangpur. Her 

family was very conservative. Yet she received her education in English and Bengali from 

her elder brother, lbrahim Sabir. 

In 1896, at the age of sixteen, Rokeya was married to Sakhawat Hossain. Shakhawat was 

pleased to see her eagerness for education. In 1911, Sakhawat Hossain died. After the 

death of her husband Rokeya started the Sakhawat Memorial Girls' School at Bhagalpur. 

But the local people opposed it. She, therefore, left Bhagalpur for Calcultta and in 1911, 

she started the Sakhawat Memorical Girls' School in Calcutta with only 8 female students. 

In 1917 lady Chamsford, wife of the then Viceroy of India, visited the school. It was then 

upgraded to a High English School. In 1913, three girl students appeared at the Entrance 

Examination under the Calcutta University. The school still stands at the heart of the city 

of Calcutta. In 1919, Begum Rokeya established the Muslim Mahila Samity. Begum Rokeya 

was a writer also. Through her pen she tried to awaken the Muslim women of the Indian 

subcontinent. In 1932, on the 9th December, Begum Rokeya died at the age of 52. At her 

death the country plunged into a deep grief. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :    conservative adj. –

bigoted. pleased adj. – glad. eagerness n. –

enthusiasm. oppose v. –  disagree, combat. 

viceroy n. – governor-general. appear v. –

emerge, come up. establish v. – set up. awaken 

v. – aware. plunged adj. – submerged, 

drowned. grief n. – sorrow. 
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A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage. 1 × 5 = 5 

Who/What Event/Activity Where/Institute When 

Begum Rokeya (i) ............... Pairabondh in 1880 

Rokeya and 

Sakhawat 

Married  (ii)........ 

Chamsford (iii) .............. Sakhawat 

Memorial Girls' 

School 

in 1917 

(iv) ............. appered 

Entrance 

Examination 

Calcutta 

University 

in 1913 

Muslim Mahila 

Samity 

(v) ........... Calcutta in 1919 

B. Read the passage again and write 'True' or 'False' beside the following statements. 

Give correct answer for the false statement. 1 × 5 = 5 

 (a)  Sakhawat was very displeased to see the eagerness of his wife for education. 

 (b)  Rokeya's husband died in 1909. 

 (c)  With the help of her husband, Rokeya started the Sakhawat Memorial Girls' School 

at Bhagalpur. 

 (d)  Local people did not help Rokeya to estabilsh the school. 

 (e)  Sakhawat Memorial Girls' School still stands at the heart of the city of Dhaka. 

Ans. 

A. (i) was born; (ii) 1896; (iii) visited; (iv) Three girl students; (v) was established by her. 

B. (a) False. Sakhawat was pleased to see the eagerness of his wife for education. 

 (b) False. Rokeya’s husband did in 1911. 

 (c) False. After the death of her husband Rokeya started the Sakhawat Memorial Girls’ 

School at Bhagalpur. 

 (d) True. 

 (e) False. Sakhawat Memorial Girls’ School still stands at the heart of the city of 

Calcutta. 

Unseen Passage – 25   
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Read the following text carefully and answer the questions. 

 

In 1912 an American Shipping Company launched a new ship called the 'Titanic'. It was 

the largest and most luxurious ocean liner of that time. It weighed 46000 tonnes and could 

carry about 2,200 passengers. Experts said that nothing could sink it. It was definitely 

unsinkable. On April 14, 1912, the ship sailed on it's first voyage across the Atlantic from 

Southampton in England to New York in the United States with 2,224 passengers men, 

women and children. On April 15, just before midnight, the ship struck an iceberg. The 

iceberg tore a great hole in the ship's side and unsinkable 'Titanic' began to sink. 

Word Meanings with Synonyms :  launch v. — start. ocean n. — sea.

liner n. — a big ship for carrying passengers. luxurious adj. — 

ritzy. sink v.   —  be submerged. expert n.  —  specialist. 

voyage n.  —  sail. strike v.  —  hit. tore n.  —  

ripped. 

A. Complete the following table with the information given in the passage.1 × 5 = 5 

A B 

The launching year of Titanic (i) ———— 

(ii) ———— 46000 tonns 

The date of the first voyage of the 

Titanic 

(iii) ——— 

(iv) ———— 2,224 

The titanic sank on (v) ——— 

B. Read the passage again and write True or False beside the following statements. 

Give answers for the false statements.  1 × 5 = 5 

(a) According to experts, the 'Titanic' was unsinkable.  

(b) The 'Titanic' was sailing from east to west. 

(c) It sailed from New York to Southampton. 

(d) The 'Titanic' was made by an English Company. 

(e) Titanic struck an iceberg. 

Ans. 
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A. (i) 1912; (ii) weight; (iii) April 14, 1912; (iv) Passengers’ number; (v) April 15, 1912. 

B. (a) True. 

 (b) False. The ‘Titanic’ was sailing from west to east. 

 (c) False. It sailed from Southampton to New York. 

 (d) False. The ‘Titanic’ was made by an American Shipping Company. 

 (e) True. 

 


